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SHIRE OF ESPERANCE — MERIVALE ROAD LANDFILL SITE 

Statement 

HON LAURIE GRAHAM (Agricultural) [10.14 pm]: I rise tonight to make a statement about the 
Merivale Road landfill proposal by the Shire of Esperance, a controversial issue within that community. The shire 
president recently issued a press release advising that the council had initiated a third party review to ensure that 
all the data being used in its decision-making was factual and accurate.  Council has received a draft report 
prepared by Pennington Scott on the hydrology issues raised, and is seeking additional information on some of 
these issues. I understand that the final report will be available on the Shire of Esperance website shortly. The 
Shire of Esperance decision to buy the land for landfill was based on a due diligence report from a consultant. The 
due diligence report relied largely on a hydrology investigation that stated that, should a leak occur in the liner, 
any escaping pollutants would take some 579 years to travel the 1.5 kilometres to reach farm bores on nearby 
properties and the internationally important downstream wetlands. 

Local nearby residents criticised the hydrology investigation report and so the shire commissioned an independent 
review, which was damning. In essence the review found that the hydrology report had got the geology and the 
hydrology wrong, used the wrong hydrology model and put the wrong data into the wrong model to draw its 
conclusions. The independent consultant’s report found that the prediction of the hydrology report that it would 
take 579 years for any contaminants escaping from the site to reach nearby farm bores or Ramsar wetlands was 
wrong. Local residents conducted a dye-tracking test on a nearby property and, instead of 579 years, found that 
the dye could travel the distance from the site to the nearby bores in 24 hours. To come up with any credible 
predictions, the consultants need to re-log their cores taken from the site and use appropriately qualified staff to 
do this and prepare another report for consideration by council and the community. 

Esperance council rates have increased by 4.5 per cent this year—one of the higher rises by local governments—
and no doubt a significant factor in the increase is the extra cost of meeting the requirements of a public 
environmental review. While consultants may well eventually produce a technical report that says a landfill facility 
can be built on the site, the conditions that will likely be imposed to protect the adjoining properties and the Ramsar 
wetlands from the landfill may well make this site inappropriate for the facility proposed by council. However, 
most realists expect that landfill liners will fail at some time in the future, therefore planning for any landfill should 
address how any escaping pollutants can be managed, if that occurs. I fail to see how the Merivale Road site will 
ever be able to provide the community with any assurances that any escaping pollutants can be managed, unless 
that is addressed in its planning for the facility. 

Only time will tell if a landfill facility is developed on the site, but in the meantime the ratepayers will be required 
to carry the ever-increasing costs of trying to place landfill in an inappropriate location. With the very limited life 
of the existing Wylie Bay landfill facility and the high probability that the development will not occur because of 
the onerous conditions placed on any proposal by regularity authorities, I believe council should urgently 
commence a site study option to identify other potential landfill sites so that it has options if the Merivale Road 
landfill proposal needs to be shelved. 

Council released a press statement earlier today advising of works it intends to carry out involving pump tests to 
be undertaken on the site, with the aim of proving to the community that the facility will have minimal impact on 
the surrounding environment. I have already had feedback today from members of the community who believe 
that a successful test, as proposed by the council, will not address the concerns the community has due to the 
methodology proposed. No doubt the dispute between council and the community on this proposal will continue. 
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